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INTRODUCTION

In order for you to be a better citizen, it
IS important that you know about the world
around you. How often while watching a news
program, have you heard the name of a country
and wondered where it was? Or while enjoying
a movie filmed in a beautiful location have you
thought that you would like to vist there some-
day? An underganding of the globe can help
you readily identify a location and provide you
with avisud or menta picture of it.

An overview of the globe will give you
a basc underganding of the world in which
you live This oveview will include the seven
continents, four oceans, two poles, as well as
longitude and latitude lines.

A GLOBE DEFINED

A globe is a sphere-shaped modd of the
eath. It is a representation of the Earth as it
redly is, round or like a bal. Looking a photos
of the earth taken from space, you will only see
haf of the earth, or one hemisphere. A globe
shows the whole earth. It shows the water and
land formations on the earth’s surface and helps
you to understand naturd events such as day
and night and the seasons.
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THE CONTINENTS

Continents are the seven large land-
masses on the planet. It is believed tha there
exiged only one continent over 225 million
years ago. This continent dowly broke apart,
shifted and drifted over millions of years until
it assumed the shgpes and pogtions of the
seven continents that we recognize today. The
seven continents from largest to smdlest ae
Adga, Africa, North America, South America,
Antarctica, Europe and Augtrdia

Asia is the largest continent in loth Sze
and population. It covers dmogt a third of the
world's land area (169 million square miles)
and has about three-fifths of its people (3.7
billion). It has 49 independent countries. Asa
extends from Africa and Europe in the west to
the Pacific Ocean in the east. The northernmost
pat of the continent lies within the frozen
Arctic. In the south, Ada reaches into the
steaming tropics near the equator.

Asa has some of the world's longest
rivers, largest deserts, and thickest forests and
jungles. The highest and lowest places on the
eath are in Asa Mount Everedt, the highest,
rises 29,028 feet aove sea level and is dong
the Nepal-Tibet border. In contrast the Dead
Sea shore, located between Isragl and Jordan, is
the world's lowest land, lying about 1,310 feet
below sealevd.

Africa is the second largest continent in
area and population. Africa covers about one
fitth of the worlds land aea (11.6 million
square miles) and is home to one-eghth of its
people (824 million). The continent is an
immense plateau, broken by a few mountain
ranges and bordered in some areas by a narrow
coadtd plain. It is a land of driking contrasts
and great natural wonders. Tropica rain forests
inhabit western and centrd Africa The world's
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largest desert, the Sahara, dretches across
northern Africa. It occupies an area dmost as
large as the entire United States. Africa also has
the world's longest river — the Nile. It flows
more than 4,000 miles through northeastern
Africa Much of the rex of the continet is
grasdand located in eastern and southern
Africa

North America is the third largest
continent in aea (9.3 million square miles)
compromising about one-sixth of the world's
land area. It extends from the Arctic Ocean in
the north to South America in the south. It
ranks fourth among the continents in popu
lation. (AsSa, Africa, and Europe are larger in
population.)

The continent is roughly triangular in
shgpe with the Arctic, Atlantic, and Pecific
Oceans bordering its three sdes. At its northern
end, North America stretches more than 5400
miles from Alaskas Aleutian Idands to the
Canadian province of Newfoundland. At the
southern end of the continent, the narrowest
parts of Panama are only about 30 mileswide.

South America is the fourth largest con
tinent in area (6.8 million sguare miles). Only
Ada, Africa, and North America are larger. It
ranks fifth among the continents in population
(3469 million). Ada FEurope, Africa, and
North America al have more people. South
America covers about 12 percent of the world's
land area and has aout 6 percent of the tota
world population.

South America has nearly every type of
landscape and climate, however, is only 600
miles from Antarctica The world's largest
tropicd rain foret grows in the Amazon River
Basn. This basn occupies about two-fifths of
the continent. By contrast, the Atacama Desert
in northern Chile is one of the driest places in
the world. Also to be found are snowy peaks
and active volcanoes rigng dong the crest of
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the lofty Andes Mountains of western South
America. Not to be forgotten are the ralling
grasdands that dretch endlesdy through much
of Argentina and Venezuda South Americas
vaied landscgpe dso includes spectacular
waterfdls, huge lakes, and rocky, windswvept
idands.

South America is dmog totaly sur-
rounded by water. The Caribbean Sea lies to
the north and the Atlantic Ocean borders South
America on the northees and east. To the
south, the Drake Passage separates South
America from Antarctica The Pacific Ocean is
located on the west coast. South America bor-
ders land only a the Ishmus of Panama This
narrow drip of land links Centra America with
Colombia, in the northwestern part of South
America

Antarctica is an ice-covered continent
located in the South Pole — the earth’'s most
southerly region. Its nearly baren land forms
the coldest and iciest region in the world. It is
dightly colder than the region around the North
Pole because the North Pole is located in the
Arctic Ocean. The South Pole lies near the
center of the Antarctic continent, on a high
windy plaesu of ice and snow. Antarcticals
deepest ice is more than 10 times the height of
the Sears Tower, one of the world's talest
buildings. Antarctica covers aout 5.4 million
guae miles making it lager in aea than
either Europe or Audrdia But, it would be the
smdlest continent if it did not have its icecap.
This icy layer which averages 7,100 feet thick
increases Antarcticas surface area and dso
makes Antarctica the highest continent in terms
of average devation.

Stormy waters of the Atlantic, Indian,
and Pacific Oceans isolate Antarctica from the
other continents. The world's lowest tempera-
tures have been recorded in Antarctica. Ice and
snow cover 98 percent of the continent. Under-
neath the ice, Antarctica has mountans, low-
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lands, and vadleys — much like the landforms
of other countries.

Europe is one of the smdlest of the
world's seven continents in area but one of the
largest in population. It covers an area of about
4 million square miles and has a population of
707.8 million. Only Ada and Africa have more
people. About one-eighth of the world's people
live in Europe. Europe extends from the Arctic
Ocean in the north to the Mediterranean Sea in
the south and from the Atlantic Ocean in the
west to the Ura Mountains in the esst. Because
Europe and Asa occupy the same landmass,
they are sometimes collectively cdled Eurasa

Australia is the only country that is dso
a continent. As a country, Audrdia is the sxth
largest in the world. As a continent, however, it
ranks andles in sze It is a dable landmass
that lies between the Indian and Pacific Oceans.
The northern third of Audrdia lies in the trop-
ics and is warm the year round. The rest of the
continent has warm summers and cool winters.
About a third of the country is desert. Since it
lies south of the equator, its seasons are oppo-
ste those in the Northern Hemisphere.

OCEANS

Did you know that the Ocean is one
continuous body of water interrupted by land-
mases? It has been assgned four different
names based on where it is divided by these
landmasses  Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean,
Indian Ocean and Arctic Ocean.

The Pacific Ocean is the largest and
deepest of the four oceans and covers a third of
the globe, over 64 million sguare miles or
165.8 hillion square kilometers. Its average
depth is 12, 900 feet. It is s0 large that dl seven
continents could fit in it and there would ill be
room for one more continent the size of Asa. It
separates North and South America from Asa
and Audrdia
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The Atlantic Ocean is the second largest
body of water on the globe covering 33 million
square miles or 867.7 billion square kilometers.
It is continualy widening and has an average
depth of 11,700 feet. The Atlantic Ocean is
bordered by Europe and Africa on the east and
by North America and South America on the
west.

The Indian Ocean is the third largest
ocean and covers an area of about 28.3 million
square miles or 73.3 hillion square kilometers.
At 12,600 feet deep, it is deeper than the Atlan+
tic Ocean but smdler in dze It is the only
ocean that is bordered by land on the north
rather than water. On the eastern border is
Indonesa and Audrdia Africa is to the west
and Antarcticato the south.

The Arctic Ocean is the srdlest and
shdlowest of the four oceans. It is aout 5 mil-
lion square miles or 13 million square kilome-
ters and averages about 4,000 feet deep. It is
located at the top of the globe and is bordered
primarily by northern Ada, Europe, and North
America

These four oceans are sdt water and
cover more than seventy percent of the earth’'s
auface. They contan the highes mountan
range, deepest vdley, and some of the mogt
unusua animals on earth.

POLES

The points on the globe representing the
northernmost and southernmost  points of the
eath are the North Pole and South Pole. They
ae located on each end of the eath's
imaginay axis. The aeas aound them ae
sometimes referred to as Polar  Regions
because they are around the North and South
Poles. The North Pole is located in the Arctic
and the South Pole is located in Antarctica
They are the coldest places on earth — frozen
deserts covered in ice dl year long. The North
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Pole is the fathest point north. When looking
down a a globe of the earth, it 5 shown a the
top. When you look down on a globe of the
North Pole, the landmasses of North America,
Europe, Ada, and even parts of Africa can be
seen. The South Pole is the farthest point south.
A map centered on the South Pole features the
continent of Antarctica surrounded by ocean.
Because it is over land ingtead of water, the
Antarctic region is much colder than the Arctic.
The closest continents vishble from this vantage
point are South America, Africa, and Audtradia

LONGITUDE AND LATITUDE

The Ancient Greeks used observation
and mathematics to determine that the earth
was round and not flat. That was nearly 2000
years before the earth could be photographed
from space. They also developed a method for
locating places on the earth. They came up with
a system to divide the globe into 360 segments,
cdled degrees. The imaginay verticd lines
used to divide these pats are the longitude
lines or meridians. They run from the North
Pole to the South Pole and are equd in length.
The imaginary horizontal lines on the globe are
the latitude or paralld lines. These lines ae
pardld to each other and form complete circles
aound the globe. The horizontd lines of
latitude and the verticd lines of longitude are
further broken down into degrees, minutes, and
seconds S0 that any point on earth can be
located using the two lines tha meet a that
point on aglobe.

In 1884, the prime meridian, or the
longitude line numbered O degrees, was edtab-
lished a an internationd conference. It is the
dating point for measuring distances east and
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west around the globe. The prime meridian & O
degrees and the 180" meridian or longjtude line
on the opposite sde bisect the globe into eadt-
ern and western haves. Longitude lines east of
the prime meridian are numbered 1 degree to
180 degrees east (E). This part of the earth is
the eastern hemisphere. Longitude lines west
of the prime meridian dso numbered 1 degree
to 180 degrees west (W) represent the western
hemisphere.  The prime meridian passes
through the Roya Nava Observatory in Greent
wich, asection of London, England.

The equator, or O degrees latitude, is an
imaginary line that cdrdes the globe a its wid-
est point hafway between the North Pole and
South Pole. The equator is the longest latitude
line or padld. Laditude is measured from O
degrees to 90 degrees from the equator to the
North Pole. This pat of the eath from the
equator to the North Pole is known as the
northern hemisphere. Lditude is dso mess
ured from O degrees to 90 degrees from the
equator to the South Pole. This part of the earth
from the equator to the South Pole is known as
the southern hemisphere. When any Iditude
line is given, it mugt be dated in north or south
letitude.

CONCLUSION

Underganding the world around you
will help you to be a better citizen. You are not
isolaed no mater where you live in a andl
community, town, cdty or mgor metropolitan
area. Your persond involvement and actions as
a dtizen can and will have a direct impact on
the globe — the world around you and the
world of tomorrow.
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